
Bidding in Competition – Part 1 

 

As we discussed last month, we’ll be concentrating on bidding a little more this year.  To kick this 

series off, we’re going to focus on one area that confuses a lot of people: bidding in competition.  

This topic is really quite broad.  In particular, we can break it down into three separate categories 

of bids: 

 Low level bids (i.e. at the 1 or 2 level) 

 Deciding to bid on to game or let the opponents play in a partial 

 Deciding what to do when the opponents bid to or through game 

 

Since each of these topics covers a lot of different possibilities, we’ll be doing a separate session 

on each.  So, tonight we’ll focus on some low level decisions.  Typically, this is going having to make a 

decision when we’re sitting South after the bidding has started something like this: 

North East 

1♣ 1♥ 

 

There are several things that happen when the opponents get into the bidding.  First, it eliminates, 

or at least greatly reduces, the chances we want to play in some contracts.  For example, in the 

above bidding sequence, East is announcing that he has 5+ ♥, assuming normal bidding.  As a result, 

it’s unlikely that we want to play in a ♥ contract even if we have 8 of them.  That allows us to free 

up most ♥ bids to have another meaning (e.g. asking about a stopper, supporting partner’s suit).  

Second, when the opponents have bid a suit, a person bidding No Trump is indicating a stopper in 

the bid suit.  Compare these auctions: 

North East South 

1♣ Pass 1 NT 

1♣ 1♥ 1 NT 

 

In both sequences, South should have 6 – 9 points and a flat-ish hand.  However, in the first case, 

South should NOT have 4♥, since then they would bid 1♥ instead.  In fact, they might have as 

bad as a worthless doubleton in the suit.  In the second case, South could have as many as 5♥ and 

should have a stopper, typically at least ♥Q X X.  Finally, the opponent’s bid is going to offer up 

some new possibilities (e.g. doubling).  This will allow us to make some new types of descriptive calls.  

But, it will also change the meaning, often times in subtle ways, of some other bids.  So, let’s dive 

into some of the key considerations. 



For most of these options, we’re going to be sitting South after hearing this auction.  So, what are 

our options?  And, what do our different bids mean? 

North East 

1♣ 1♥ 

 

Pass 

This is the one that many players forget about. (Note: Guilty as charged, your honor!)  But, its an 

important one to remember.  Two things to remember here.  First, East’s interference has taken us 

off the hook: we don’t have to bid.  Specifically, regardless of what we do, our partner will get 

another bid.  As a result, we should have something worth mentioning.  Consider the following hand: 

South 

♠A 10 6 5 2 

♥7 4 

♦10 9 7 2 

♣5 2 

 

If East had passed, you might think about bidding 1♠ here.  At a bare minimum, it would be like a 

mini-preempt.  But, after East bids 1♥?  There is NO way partner will peg you with this hand when 

you take that free bid.  Plus, where are you going to end up if partner doesn’t have ♠ with you?  

That leads me to the second point: don’t mistake a Pass here as ending the auction.  Many players 

feel like they “owe” their partner here.  If I don’t bid ♠ now, when will I get the chance?  

Remember, though, our partner is going to get at least one more bid.  Maybe she’ll double and we 

can bid ♠ then.  Or, maybe she’ll bid ♠ herself and our hand will upgrade!  Or, maybe she’ll pass 

too and you’ll dodge a bullet.  What do I mean?  Think about how much you’d expect to go down 

opposite a bear 13 with this hand in 2♠ on an 8-card fit.  It’s likely to be 1 or 2 down, which may 

very well be a bottom.  Why 2♠?  That’s the third point: any new suit you bid here is 100% forcing.  

So, if you bid 1♠ here, partner is GOING to bid something! 

 

Double 

The first new bid that the opponents interference offers us is Double.  Unless the opponent’s 

overcall is a natural 1 NT, this bid should be a negative double: it should indicate length in the unbid 

major(s).  So, on the above bidding sequence, Double would show 4♠.  If East had bid 1♦ instead, 

then it would show length in both majors.  Ideally, you would have 4+ in each major, but sometimes 

you’ll have to do it with 4 – 3 in them.  In general, you’ll want the length of the two majors to be 

pretty close: with 5♥ and 3♠, you’re better off just bidding 1♥. 



 

How strong should you be to make this call?  As discussed above, this is a positive bid, so you should 

have at least 6+ points.  Otherwise, you’ll just Pass and see how things develop.  Beyond that, you’ll 

want to consider: 

1. Am I forcing my partner to bid at the 2 level?  In the above bidding, partner can “support” 

our ♠ by bidding 1♠.  But, if East had bid 1♠ instead, then our partner would have to go 

to the 2 level to “support” our ♥.  In that case, we want to add 2 – 3 points. 

2. Do we have support for partner’s original suit?  If partner can’t support us, then he’s likely 

going to go back to his opening suit (i.e. 2♣ in this example).  If we can’t support that, 

we’re again going to want 2 – 3 extra points. 

 

So, these are some examples of hands South should double: 

South South South 

♠A 8 6 5 ♠K Q J 2 ♠A K Q 2 

♥7 ♥J 10 8 4 2 ♥A J 

♦8 3 2 ♦6 5 2 ♦K 7 6 5 2 

♣K 10 9 8 2 ♣A ♣A 3 2 

 

As you can see, this bid still has a VERY big range to it. 

 

1 of a Major 

This bid is largely unchanged: it should show 6+ points and 4+ length in the bid suit.  The only 

exception to this is on this one sequence we’ve been considering.  In this case, we already discussed 

that we can show 4♠ by doubling.  As a result, a bid by East of 1♠ in this one auction should show 

5+♠. 

 

2 of partner’s suit 

Regardless of how you play this normally (e.g. inverted minors), most players this as a simple raise: 6 

– 9 points and enough length to get to an 8 card suit.  In other words, 3+ for a major, 4+ for ♦ and 

5+ for ♣.  Since you didn’t double, it also denies 4+ of the other major. 

 

1 NT / 2 NT / 3 NT 

With one exception, these are natural bids.  They should suggest three things: 



1. The right point count: 6 – 9 for 1 NT, 10 – 12 for 2 NT and 13 – 15 for 3 NT 

2. A stopper in opponent’s bid suit.  The higher you go, the better the stopper should be.  For 1 

NT, it could be QXX.  For 3 NT, you’ll usually want 2 possible stoppers, say KQX. 

3. No support for partner’s opening suit, especially if it’s a major. 

If you don’t meet all 3 of these, you’re often better off finding another bid.  Again, its worth 

remembering that just because you don’t bid No Trump here doesn’t mean you can end there later. 

Now for the exception.  In the following auction, 

North East 

1♥ X 

 

many players treat 2 NT by South as a conventional limit+ ♥ raise: 10+ points, 4+ hearts, 100% 

forcing!  This is called Jordan 2 NT.  It’s similar to Jacoby 2 NT, but can be done with weaker 

hands.  This is important since both partner’s 1♥ and opponent’s Double show opening strength.  As 

a result, it’s not terribly likely that South will also have the opening hand needed for a Jacoby 2 NT 

call. 

 

3 of partner’s major 

This is the first bid that is completely changed by the interference.  Without the interference, 

this would be an invitational raise.  With the interference, it becomes a preemptive one: 4 card 

support and 0 – 6 point.  Why the change?  First, we have at least a 9 card fit, so there’s a good 

chance we can take 9 tricks.  This is usually referred to as the Law of Total Tricks or just The 

Law.  That’s an observation that the number of tricks the two sides can takes is tightly linked to 

the total number of cards in each partnership’s long suits.  Since we have 9+ in a suit, they’re likely 

to have 9+ in a different suit.  So, we should be safe at the 3 level.  Second, since our hand is weak, 

we’re not likely to be missing a game contract.  Plus, when we do have game, its likely to be because 

partner has substantial extras.  Knowing about the extra fit will help him decide when to take that 

push to game.  Finally, by eating lots of bidding room, we often force the opponents to make the last 

mistake.  Specifically, they know that your hand is weak, so they probably have the majority of 

points between them.  But, does that mean it’s safe to go to game?  If so, which one?  Will they 

even be able to set us given the large number of trump we have if they choose to double, instead? 

 

Cue Bid 

Because we’ve gotten rid of the natural invitational raise, we need a way to show strong support.  

We do that by cue bidding the opponents suit like this: 



North East South 

1♥ 1♠ 2♠ 

This bid shows an invitational or better hand in support of ♥: 10+ points, 4+ ♥.  There are several 

advantages of this bid.  First, as we discussed, there’s NO chance partner is going to take this as 

natural.  Second, it will often keep West out of the auction: she will now have to go to the 3-level to 

support East’s ♠.  Finally, it’s a low enough bid that we’re keeping all of our options open: part 

score, game or slam in ♥.  Even 3 NT isn’t off the table!  



Quick Quiz 

On each of these hands, the bidding has started like this: 

North East 

1♣ 1♥ 

 

What is your bid with each of the following South hands? 

a. 

♠A 10 7 2 

♥10 7 4 

♦K J 7 6 

♣Q 5 

Answer: Double - 4♠ and enough points.  You’d like more ♣, but you have enough point to survive a 

2♣ bid from partner 

 

b. 

♠A 10 7 2 

♥10 7 4 

♦J 7 6 5 

♣Q 5 

Answer: Double - 4♠ and just enough points.  Since partner can still bid at the 1 level, this is JUST 

enough points. 

 

c. 

♠A 10 7 2 

♥10 7 4 

♦7 6 5 2 

♣Q 7 

Answer: Pass – Yes, you have 4♠ and partner can bid at the one level.  But, the lack of support for 

partner’s original ♣ suit makes this a Pass 



d. 

♠A 10 7 2 

♥10 7 4 

♦Void 

♣A Q 10 7 5 2 

Answer: 2.  Yes, you have massive support for partner’s opening suit, but that doesn’t mean you need 

to show it now.  On the other hand, partner will never believe you have 4♠ if you don’t start by 

doubling.  You’ll show ♣on your second bid. 

 

e. 

♠K 10 2 

♥Q 4 

♦10 7 

♣A Q 10 7 5 2 

Answer: 2♥ – cue bid opponent’s suit.  You don’t have 4♠ or a stopper in ♥.  So, double and NT 

are out.  That means we show a limit+ raise in partner’s suit by cue bidding opponent’s ♥ suit. 

 

On each of these hands, the bidding has started like this: 

North East 

1♥ 1♠ 

 

What is your bid with each of the following South hands? 

a. 

♠10 7 4 

♥Q 5 

♦K J 7 6 

♣A 10 7 2 

Answer: Double – 4+ in each minor, 10 points and no ♠ stopper.  Easy peasy. 



b. 

♠A 10 7 2 

♥10 7 4 

♦J 7 6 5 

♣Q 5 

Answer: 2♥ – 3+♥, 6 - 9 points.  Yes, you have a ♠ stopper.  But, you should show support for 

partner’s suit first.  You may still end up in NT.  This start keeps both of those contracts in play. 

 

c. 

♠A 10 7 2 

♥10 7 4 2 

♦7 6 5 

♣7 5 

Answer: 3♥ – 4♥, 0 - 6 points.  Don’t be fooled by the ♠ stopper. 

 

d. 

♠A 10 7 2 

♥A Q 10 7 5 2 

♦Void 

♣10 7 4 

Answer: 2♠ – 4+♥, 10+ points.  You’re clearly going to end up in some level of ♥.  But, it could be 

anything from 4 to 7♥!  So, start slow and see how things develop. 

 

e. 

♠K J 2 

♥Q 4 

♦A 10 7 

♣K 10 7 5 2 

Answer: 3NT.  Opening hand – check.  Relative shortness is partner’s ♥ suit – check.  Stopper in 

opponent’s ♠ suit – check. 



f. 

♠J 7 2 

♥Q 4 

♦A 10 7 

♣Q 7 6 5 2 

Answer: Pass!  This feels icky, but its the right bid by elimination.  We can’t support partner’s ♥ 

with only 2 of them.  We can’t bid NT without a ♠ stopper.  We’re not strong enough, either in 

points or suit, to bid 2♣.  That leaves Pass.  Remember two things.  First, this does not end the 

auction.  So, you may get a chance to describe your hand later.  Second, if the bidding gets passed 

backed to your partner, he will strive to reopen the bidding with any extras recognizing you could 

be this strong and not have a bid available. 


